
Recent educational programming by CCE Onondaga includes:
• Stewardship in Skaneateles Webinar - 9/29/20
• Landscaping for Shorelines Webinar - 10/14/20 

Stay tuned for additional programming to be announced! 

Resources from workshops are posted to the Skaneateles Lake website: 
www.skanlakeinfo.org and the CCE Onondaga website: www.cceonondaga.
org. If you’re not on our mailing list, be sure to sign up for notices about 
upcoming programs: http://eepurl.com/bQ22XP 

The Skaneateles Watershed Education Program works to protect the water 
quality of Skaneateles Lake, a treasured resource that serves as the primary 

drinking water for Skaneateles and the City of Syracuse. The City of Syracuse has 
funded this program since its inception in 1996. 

Keep reading for more information on water quality happenings in the 
Skaneateles Lake Watershed!

Stewardship in Skaneateles 
Camille Marcotte - Cornell Cooperative Extension Onondaga County

Land conservation and stewardship can help protect water quality, ensuring 
clean drinking water is available for future generations. Cornell Cooperative 
Extension Onondaga County held an event for people who live and work 
around Skaneateles Lake to learn more about ways to steward their land 
to protect water quality, as well as to share updates about some of the 
work being done in the watershed to conserve land. The Stewardship in 
Skaneateles event was held virtually on Tuesday, September 29th, 2020. The 
virtual event featured presentations from Finger Lakes Land Trust (FLLT), 
CNY Land Trust and SUNY ESF related to conservation and stewardship in the 
Skaneateles Lake watershed. 

Specific session topics included: 
• Conservation easements and updates on Finger Lakes Land Trust’s 

Skaneateles projects. Max Heitner, FLLT
• CNY Land Trust’s work in Skaneateles, including the new Watershed 

Education Center. Albert Joerger, CNY Land Trust
• Skaneateles lawn to meadow restoration program. Sam Quinn, SUNY ESF

The recording for this webinar is posted on the CCE Onondaga YouTube 
page at the following link: bit.ly/38FzTcC  

In the news! Read an article in the Skaneateles Press about the event!  
Visit bit.ly/32E0Ppq for a pdf of the article.
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SUNY ESF Restoration Science Center
Anna Harrison and Brandy Neveldine - SUNY ESF Restoration Science Center

The Restoration Science Center (RSC) at SUNY College of Environmental Science and Forestry (SUNY ESF) is a 
university-wide effort to restore degraded ecosystems, endangered species, and human relationships with the 
land. We have a three-pronged approach to restoration, centered around teaching, research, and community 
outreach. Our primary mission is for students and RSC faculty at ESF to work side-by-side on restoration projects 
with research partners, governmental agencies, non-profit organizations, industry and private landowners. These 
collaborations will help to prepare ESF students for future careers as restoration practitioners and managers, by 
providing hands-on, skills-based experiences for students. 

The RSC is working to address restoration goals locally, regionally and globally, by focusing on four primary areas 
of restoration: 

1. Ecosystem Restoration - restoring ecosystems and landscapes to support diverse and productive   
habitats for people, plants, and animals

2. Species Restoration - restoring rare, threatened, and endangered species
3. Biocultural Restoration - engaging multiple ways of knowing, to restore ecosystems and rebuild our 

cultural connections to place 
4. Agroecological Restoration - increasing sustainable and novel food systems through restoration

In the Skaneateles Lake watershed, we hope to engage in restoration activities that protect lake water quality, 
enhance biodiversity, and preserve habitat for local plants and animals. Potential partners are encouraged to 
reach out to explore ways we can work together to help protect and restore our natural resources in Central 
New York.

Sam Quinn at a potential restoration site (erosion) in a 
Skaneateles Lake subwatershed forest, photo credit: ESF RSC

Southern end of Skaneateles Lake looking north, photo credit: 
ESF RSC



Winter Threats to Water Quality
Rachael DeWitt - Skaneateles Lake Association 

Central New York (CNY) is no stranger to ice and snow. But do we know what impact our winter de-icing actions 
are having on our environment?

We use a lot of salt in CNY to keep our roads and walkways safe, but all that salt ends up somewhere. The salt 
can seep into the ground or runoff into streams and lakes, impacting our drinking water. Salt can also be harmful 
to aquatic life and plants. Here is a breakdown of salt products and things you should know about them:
• Rock salt (sodium chloride) is the most commonly used salt but it can contain cyanide as an anti-caking agent 

that can be lethal to aquatic life, and is the most detrimental for plants.
• Calcium chloride is considered a superior choice compared to rock salt, because it does not contain cyanide, 

but it can also damage plants. Calcium chloride costs approximately three times more than rock salt, but only 
one-third as much is needed. Calcium chloride is also effective at temperatures down to -25°F. 

• Magnesium chloride is considered the least toxic de-icing salt because it contains less chloride than either 
rock salt or calcium chloride, making it safer for plants and animals.

• Calcium magnesium acetate (CMA) is considered the best overall choice for safely melting ice. It is less toxic 
than de-icers containing chloride, but can cost substantially more than rock salt.

 
There are many ways to keep walkways safe while also minimizing pollution to our waterways, including salt 
alternatives that can be less damaging to properties and landscaping. Sugar Beet Juice is one of the most 
environmentally friendly ways to de-ice slippery surfaces. The juice from the sugar beets lowers the freezing 
point of ice and snow. It is completely safe for roads, plants, pets, concrete, and cars. The one downside is that 
the sugar beet juice, if it enters streams and lakes, can attract bacteria which can use up oxygen in water. Sand 
and coffee grounds applied on top of snow or ice can help absorb sunlight to melt snow and ice. They also 
provide traction. However, sand can eventually blow or wash into streams or lakes where it can damage aquatic 
habitat and create unwanted substrate for plant growth. If you use sand, remember to sweep and collect it as 
soon as weather conditions permit. Kitty litter will also provide traction on slippery surfaces but will not melt 
snow. As a consumer, please consider alternative products to use when you plan for an upcoming snow storm.

Other tips for snow and ice removal include:
• Look for “pet safe” de-icing products. If a product is pet friendly, it is likely to 

be eco-friendly.
• Apply de-icing products before a winter storm. Be sparing with salt application.
• Disperse ice melt properly and continue to disperse during a storm.
• Clear as much snow and ice as possible before applying de-icing products. Don’t 

use salt as a substitute for shoveling.
• A mechanical spreader can help achieve proper coverage. The proper coverage 

rate is about one cup per square yard. 

Some properties may be unable to avoid salt that is applied to municipal roads, 
which can accumulate alongside the road. In the spring, it is important to wash 
salt spray off plants that are near the road, sidewalk, or driveway and to flush the 
soil with fresh water. Call your local highway department to find out what type of 
de-icer they use near your landscape. You can also advocate for your municipality 
to switch from using salt to more lake friendly de-icing alternatives, like sugar beet 
juice. If we act together, we can collectively be the solution to winter pollution! 

To learn more, check out the road salt page on the new Skaneateles Lake website: 
www.skanlakeinfo.org/road-salt.  
For more on the Skaneateles Lake Association, visit www.skaneateleslake.org. 

Skaneateles Lake Association 
Executive Director Frank Moses’ son 

Harrison working hard at melting 
ice, photo credit: Frank Moses, SLA
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Ag Tire Recycling Project Summary
Eric Jensen - SLWAP, Onondaga County Soil and Water Conservation District

Waste ag tires piled outside provide an environment for mosquitoes to breed in the stagnant water that collects 
inside. These mosquitos pose a health concern since they can carry West Nile Virus, Eastern Equine Encephalitis 
(EEE), and other diseases.  By removing the tires, the risk of disease is reduced.  In addition, large tire piles are 
a risk if they catch fire and release thick black smoke and water pollutants from runoff due to fire suppression 
activities. Farms are required to comply with new NYS DEC waste tire regulations but they have a difficult time 
finding safe options to dispose of worn out ag tires.  This is because local landfills and tire recyclers do not accept 
them due to the size and thickness of the tires. The Skaneateles Lake Watershed Ag Program (SLWAP) was able 
to identify a facility in Niagara Falls, New York that processes large ag tires.
  
In 2019, the Onondaga County Soil & Water Conservation District was able to collect 32 large dumpster loads of 
waste tires from farms around the county. These loads totaled over 187 tons or over 12,000 tires!  These whole 
waste auto tires had previously been used to weight down feed storage bunk covers on dairy farms. Now farms 
are transitioning to cut tire sidewalls for bunk cover weights which have the benefit on not collecting stagnant 
water. Farms also find themselves to be sites of illegal tire dumping, and our program also helped to alleviate this 
burden.

This year, a pilot program was initiated when seven trailer loads of waste ag tires were collected and sent to be 
processed. These trailers required extra high lifts to load the tires over the 13.5 feet sidewalls. Smaller ag tires 
were added to fill in the void spaces to complete the trailer loads. The tires will be shredded into chips of various 
sizes and used for energy or other uses.  We believe the extra effort to remove these large ag tires and comply 
with NYS DEC regulations will provide lasting environmental benefits to the watershed and community. 

For more information on large ag tire recycling, contact the SLWAP at the Onondaga County Soil & Water 
Conservation District office location at 6680 Onondaga Lake Parkway, Liverpool at (315) 457-0325.

Photos of the ag tire recycling process
 

Photo credits: Onondaga Soil and Water 
Conservation District



Shotwell Brook Stormwater Attenuation Project 
Kim Clark - SLWAP, Onondaga County Soil and Water Conservation District

The Shotwell Brook stormwater attenuation project has been completed in Skaneateles, NY! The project involved 
the creation of a 1.05 acre constructed wetland on abandoned agricultural land with an extensive floodplain 
allowing for 1,920,000 gallons of storage during high flow stream discharge events. The project also included 
cross vane and rock grade control structures installed at the upstream end of the floodplain swale. These 
features direct discharges above bankfull flow into the wetland allowing for temporary storage and attenuation 
of peak flows. Creating an expansive floodplain provides many enhanced benefits for the watershed such as 
carbon sequestration, downstream flood mitigation, and water quality improvements, including: sediment 
trapping, nutrient removal and chemical detoxification.    

The primary goal of this conservation practice is to significantly reduce sediment transport to Skaneateles Lake.   
High intensity storm events have historically resulted in high volume turbid discharges at the tributary outlet 
resulting in significant sediment plumes in Skaneateles Lake. Improving water quality within the Shotwell Brook 
Watershed is of high priority due to its close proximity to one of the City of Syracuse’s drinking water intakes.  
The City and surrounding communities comprise of over 220,000 households that are dependent on Skaneateles 
Lake as their unfiltered drinking water supply.   

The project was a collaboration between Fish & Wildlife Service, Skaneateles Lake Watershed Agricultural 
Program and Onondaga County Soil & Water Conservation District.  A huge thank you to Gian Dodici at the Fish 
& Wildlife Service for the design and input to see this project come to fruition, to the contractor Kurt Warren 
who completed the project before the deadline and under budget, the City of Syracuse and NYS Climate Resilient 
Farming Grant for funding and to the landowner Barry Maturevitz for allowing this project to be constructed on 
his property. This project is a demonstration of several agencies working together to improve water quality and 
help keep Skaneateles Lake clean!   

Images of the Shotwell Brook stormwater attenuation project’s construction, photo credits: Onondaga Soil and Water Conservation District
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This newsletter was created by Camille Marcotte of Cornell Cooperative Extension Onondaga 
County and Rich Abbott, City of Syracuse Water Dept. Special thank you to our partnering 

contributors.
Skaneateles Lake Watershed Education Program

Funding for Cornell Cooperative Extension programming in the Skaneateles Lake Watershed is 
provided by the City of Syracuse Department of Water.

Cornell Cooperative Extension is an equal opportunity program and employment provider. 
If you need special assistance, please contact our office at 315-424-9485.

Stay connected! 
Join our Water Quality List-serve to recieve digital WAVE Reviews, event announcements, and more. 

Skaneateles Watershed Residents and those looking to protect water quality
in their community are encouraged to join.  

List serve accessible through this direct link http://eepurl.com/bQ22XP or by visiting our website at 
www.cceonondaga.org and searching for our ‘Skaneateles Lake’ landing page.

 
Don’t forget to check out the new Skaneateles Lake Watershed website at www.skanlakeinfo.org

Important Contacts for the Skaneateles Watershed

Cayuga County Health Department 315-253-1405
Cayuga County Soil & Water Conservation District 315-252-4171
Cornell Cooperative Extension of Onondaga County 315-424-9485
Cortland County Health Department 607-753-5036
Cortland County Soil & Water Conservation District 607-756-5991
NYS DEC Region 7 Environmental Permits (Onondaga & Cayuga) 315-426-7438
NYS DEC Region 7 Environmental Permits Sub-office (Cortland) 607-753-3095
NYS DEC Spill Prevention and Response 800-457-7362
NYS DEC Region 7 Water & Wastewater (Stormwater, Dam Safety, Flood Control) 315-426-7500 
Onondaga County Health Department 315-435-3252
Onondaga County Soil & Water Conservation District 315-457-0325
Skaneateles Lake Watershed Agricultural Program 315-457-0325
Syracuse Water Department (Skaneateles) 315-448-8366

http://www.skanlakeinfo.org

